CLAIMS 



a crystalline form of the compound of formula (I) : 



H 




. tBuNH 2 (I), 



characterised by the following powder X-ray diffraction diagram, measured using a 
diffractometer (copper anticathode) and expressed in terms of inter-planar distances d, 
Bragg's angle 2 theta, intensity and relative intensity (expressed as a percentage with 
respect to the most intense ray) : 
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2. Process for the preparation of the a crystalline form of the compound of formula (I) 
according to claim 1, characterised in that a solution of perindopril tert-butylamine salt 
in ethyl acetate is heated at reflux and is then cooled gradually until crystallisation is 
complete. 

5 3. Process according to claim 2, characterised in that the compound of formula (I) 
obtained by the preparation process described in patent specification EP 0 308 341 is 
used. 



4. Process according to either claim 2 or claim 3, characterised in that the concentration 
of the compound of formula (I) in the ethyl acetate is from 70 to 90 g/litre. 

10 5. Process according to any one of claims 2 to 4, characterised in that the solution of the 
compound of formula (I) in ethyl acetate at reflux is first cooled to a temperature of 
from 55 to 65°C at a rate of from 5 to 10°C/hour, and then to ambient temperature. 



6. Process according to any one of claims 2 to 4, characterised in that the solution of the 
compound of formula I in ethyl acetate is seeded during the cooling step at a 
15 temperature of from 76 to 65°C. 



7. 



Process according to claim 5, characterised in that the solution of the compound of 
formula (I) in ethyl acetate at reflux is first cooled to a temperature of from 55 to 65°C 
at a rate of from 6 to 8°C/hour, and then to ambient temperature. 
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8. Process according to any one of claims 2 to 7, characterised in that the perindopril tert- 
butylamine salt that is thereby obtained is in the form of readily filterable individual 
needles. 

9. Pharmaceutical composition comprising as active ingredient the compound according 
5 to claim 1, in combination with one or more pharmaceutically acceptable, inert, non- 
toxic carriers. 

10. Pharmaceutical composition according to claim 9 for use in the manufacture of 
medicaments for use as inhibitors of angiotensin I converting enzyme. 

11. Pharmaceutical composition according to claim 10 for use in the manufacture of 
10 medicaments for use in the treatment of cardiovascular diseases. 

12. Pharmaceutical composition according to any one of claims 9 to 11, characterised in 
that it also comprises a diuretic. 

13. Pharmaceutical composition according to claim 12, characterised in that the diuretic is 
indapamide. 



